
2020 June Harp Weeks 
with Janet Harbison  

 

in Glencolmcille, Co.Donegal  
Ireland’s Northwest  

 
June 6th  – 13th  (Saturday – Saturday)  Week 1 6 days of training  
June 13th  – 20th  (Saturday - Saturday) Week 2 6 days of training  
 

For players wishing to improve their playing skills, repertoire and joy in the music 
and teachers “Exploring Oral Harp Training” 
 

 

 



Glencolmcille is particularly famous not only for its wild Atlantic coastal scenery and dramatic mountain 
landscape (where a James Bond movie was filmed), but its music, community and spiritual history.  With many 
ancient Stone-age archaeological sites (and standing stones), there is also the pilgrim trail of the 8th Century 
Saint Colmcille (or Columba) and his pilgrimage day is June 9th in our 2nd harp week!    
 
Within a minute’s walk of the Centre are pubs and coffee shops and a local ‘Folk Museum’ where many 
aspects of life in Glencolmcille are preserved.   There is also great shopping at the museum and at the 
Donegal Knitwear factory with pottery and other hand-crafts available to buy.   
 
The harp courses are based at The Walker’s Centre - Ionad Siuil (pronounced 
‘un-add shool’) where we are also accommodated.  This is a recently built facility at the bottom of the 
main street with accommodation all in en suite twin rooms (for twin and single occupation).  
Catering is provided at lunchtimes and some evenings we dine out at ‘The Rusty Mackerel’ in Teelin 
for great nights at the hub of traditional music in the region.   
 
Arrive on Saturday from 4pm onwards – and dinner is at 7pm.   Supper will be available for late arrivals.  
You will depart on the final Saturday after breakfast.  Please ensure we know your travel arrangements as we 
will meet you off buses…   Please see travel advice below.     
  
Typical Daily Schedule      
From 8am ‘Help Yourself Breakfast’ 
9.30-10.30  Technical warmups with Chimes & Chordscapes  
10.30 – 10.40 Coffee break 
10.40 – 11.40 Classes     Teachers: Participation and observation 
11.45 – 12.45  Workshop and group play Range of topics -  
1pm  Light healthy lunch (provided at the Centre) 
2 – 3pm Classes and practise 
3pm  Trips out, practise, private lessons or relax    
7pm  Dinner (various options including all eating out). 
8 – 9pm Teachers course: “Exploring Oral Harp Teaching”  (Introductory course 4 days) 
9.30pm + Concert / Lecture / Quiz / Sessions in or out  
 
Course for Players 
Build your confidence and intuitive playing skills from whatever point you are at in your harping career now  
And: 

• Learn lots of new music from the Irish tradition – from planxties to dance music, airs and 
slow airs, Carolan and the Connellans 

• Improve your technique safely and effectively with ‘The Chimes’  
• Expand your accompaniment skills with ‘Chordscapes’ 
• Develop your traditional style with workshops on ornamentation and variation 
• The Art of Arrangement – from bottom to top 
• About Irish music and the historic tradition 
• About the diversity in Irish harping – experiment and explore! 
• How to join the Session for beginners – in 2 easy steps!  
• Stagecraft and Session Playing for advanced players 

 
Course for Teachers 
Janet Harbison’s “Introduction to Oral Harp Teaching” short course comprises 4 lecture presentations:    

1. Intoduction (History / Diversity / Orality / Perceptions / Pedagogy) 
2. Oral Teaching (Exploring the Physical / Aural / Logic / Mental skills for development) 
3. The Music (Melody, Harmony, Arrangement, Accompaniment, Session and Stage Play) 
4. The Repertoire (Function, Style, Diversity, Sources, Composers & Collections, Publications)   

With a course manual, teaching observation and practice; and mentoring, advice and direction if desired.    
 
This course offers an overview to Janet Harbison’s ‘Traditional Harp (Generic) Teacher Training Course’ and 
‘Harbison Harp Method’ training courses (see separate syllabus). 



INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL ADVICE to Glencolmcille, County Donegal  
 
Arrange to fly into DUBLIN AIRPORT  
You could also fly into Ireland West Airport Knock (in Co.Mayo) from London Heathrow and rent a 
car from there…..   T There are also airports at Belfast and Knock (Ireland West) but connecting bus 
transport may be problematic.  If arriving at these airports, hiring a car may be advised!  
From Dublin Airport take the Bus Eireann coach just outside the airport arrivals for DUBLIN 
CENTRAL BUS STATION (‘Busarus’).  From here take the bus for DONEGAL town, a 3 hour trip 
though the heart of Ireland and beautiful landscape.  Then in Donegal town, take the bus to 
Glencolmcille.  See www.buseireann.ie, email: info@buseireann.ie or contact Bus Eireann Donegal on 
+353 (0) 74  9721101.   
 

 
 

http://www.buseireann.ie/
mailto:info@buseireann.ie



