
 
In September 2018, Janet Harbison is hosting two One-Week Irish Harp Training Courses 

for harp players and teachers of all ages, stages and standards from beginner to professional. 
 

 
 
Specialising in Oral Teaching in the Irish Tradition, Janet Harbison offers 1-week courses to a 
group of about 12 students each week.  With 4½ hours of scheduled training daily, with afternoon 
outings when the weather is good and lectures, concerts, sessions and quizzes most evenings, this 
course is guaranteed to please as well as significantly progress your harping knowledge and skills!   
 



Janet Harbison, now in her 6th decade but still with the 
energy and delight of her 3rd, has taught and stage-trained 
many of Ireland’s most prominent internationally 
acclaimed performers (including Laoise Kelly, Michael 
Rooney, Grainne Hambly); has taught over 40 All-Ireland 
Champions and achieved a staggering 97% rate of A 
grades for her harp students in the state examinations of  
‘Leaving Certificate’ (Republic of Ireland) and ‘A Level’ 
(UK).    
 
As a course presenter, Janet is renowned for her 
passion for teaching and opening people’s hearts to the 
values of oral training, folk and traditional music.  She 
‘makes learning easy’ and ‘inclusive’ for all standards, from 
the total beginner in their first days of experience to the 
consummate professional – in all the professions (stage 
performance / teaching / corporate entertaining / 
weddings / harp therapy).  Janet particularly enjoys to 
teach players how to ‘join the session’ – the social 
gathering of musicians playing music together which is an 
exceptionally ‘Irish’ way of passing great evenings of 

music, fun and friendship.    
 
Janet herself has enjoyed an extensive career of performance, composing harp and other music 
(including film scores and large-scale choral works), and created the multy-award-winning ‘Belfast 
Harp Orchestra’  that achieved significant international recognition – both for its work toward 
‘Peace and Reconciliation’ in Northern Ireland (1992 to 2002) and a Grammy Award with the 
Chieftains for ‘The Celtic Harp’ album in 1993.  She has also had an extensive career in academe in 
Northern Ireland where she worked as a Research Fellow at the Institute of Irish Studies at 
Queen’s University; Curator of Music at the Ulster Folk Museum; CEO of the Harp Foundation 
Ireland and advisor to the Department of Education Northern Ireland on the development of the 
GCSE (Secondary School) curriculum for Traditional Irish Music.  She is currently a Visiting 
Professor (Irish Music) at Ulster University involved in devising teacher training 3rd level courses for 
traditional Irish harp and is writing a seminal work on oral music education. 
 
 
These Harp Weeks are for all harp players of all ages and abilities wishing to make significant 
progress in their playing skills in an easy, relaxed and friendly environment.  Course participants will 
significantly contribute to the shaping of the week’s activities and the content of the lectures which 
address their interests.   
 
 
Something is scheduled for all evenings – concerts, lectures, workshops, sessions or outings –  
 
 
Be prepared to have a momentous week with new friends, new music, new strategies –  
  
 
Be inspired! 
 
 
 
 



HARP WEEKS 
in Glencolmcille, County Donegal 
at Ionad Siul (the Walker’s Centre) 

 
Week 1:  September 8 – 15th and  
Week 2:  September 15th – 21st    
      (Saturday to Saturdays)   

 
Based in Ionad Siul, the centrally located walker’s hostel (every room ensuite) in the village of Glencolmcille, 
these courses revisit the original location for Janet’s summer-schools and harping weekends from the 1980s!  
These weeks are open to all harpers of all standards and abilities – but for those that enjoy the great 
outdoors in the remote and rugged parts of the West of Ireland coast – with great beaches for swimming 
and the most wonderful coastal and mountain walks including at the highest sea-cliffs in Europe (the location 
of a famous James Bond movie!) – it will be the best of weeks!    
 
Arrive and depart on Saturdays.   
On September 8th, Janet and Vicki arrive from Cornwall in the late afternoon – but we will be at the Centre 
from 5pm onwards.  If you are arriving earlier, drop your gear at the Centre or let us know what pub you’re 
in and we’ll come join you!  Our first get-together is at 8pm for dinner – with supper available for late 
arrivals.  Be sure to let Janet know of your travel plans so if you need to be rescued in Donegal or Killybegs, 
you can be retrieved.  Make sure to keep your phone charged, enabled for international calls and on 
booking, Janet will be supplying you with emergency phone numbers!  Departure is on Saturday after 
breakfast.   
 
See below for more travel advice – but for internationals, arrange to fly into Dublin Airport; take the bus for 
Donegal immediately outside Arrivals; and then connect to the next bus for Glencolmcille (via Killybegs) or 
Janet will co-ordinate arrangements for picking you up.  Be sure to keep us informed of your travel plans – 
and hopefully, we can connect you with other travelling participants!    
  
A typical daily schedule:   
 
9.30 – 10.45am Warm-up session for all (or possibly in 2 groups of a half hour on some days) 
11 – 12pm Classes (these are a mix on one-on-one and small groups)   
12 – 12.45 Workshop  
1pm  Lunch 
 
Afternoons on rainy days: 
2 – 3pm Classes 
3 – 4pm Another workshop 
 
Afternoons on sunny days: 
2 – 5pm Your choice:  walks or trips out to special local places…or stay home for practise, relaxing.. 
6 – 7pm Classes 
 
7.30pm Dinner 
9pm + Concerts / lectures / quiz / sessions in-house or in local pubs.  On one evening, it’s a  
 ‘Night with the course participants’ performing, telling stories, playing party-pieces…’     
 
Come for both harp weeks and get a €200 discount!    



Glencolmcille, County Donegal 
 
Also spelt ‘Glencolumbkille’ and meaning ‘The glen of Saint Colmcille’, this location is on the most westerly 
tip of County Donegal in the far north west corner of Ireland.  Dedicated to Ireland’s 3rd patron saint, this 
was one of his special places and his pilgrimage trail is still walked every June 9th.   Many ancient decorated 
standing stones are visible around the locality and local legends abound.  The place is also famed for fiddle 
music – and Oideas Gael, a renowned Irish language school.   
 

 
The remote, rugged landscape and wild Atlantic coast is all around you!   

 
 
 

  
 Bob and May!         Our accommodation is here at the Ionad Siul, the walker’s hostel 
 
 



Getting there… 
Fly into Dublin Airport arriving no later than 2pm so you may reach us in Donegal this evening! 
Just outside Arrivals, take the Bus Eireann bus to Donegal Town.     
 

 

 



In Donegal Town on Saturdays, there are just 2 options to get you to Glencolmcille by bus:  

 

 
 

Or, let Janet know your travel plans and transport will be arranged. 
 
 

So, it’s a bit of a journey – but we guarantee it will be well worth it!!!! 
 

Harbison Harp Centre 
Limerick / London / Derry 


